
Illustration of the different rankings obtained from volume-based safety measures (crime rate) and cost-based safety measures.


Table A1 below reproduces data from a paper comparing the results of ranking police force areas in England and Wales using the different methods of weighting offence types.

The public safety approach is based on cost weights derived from the Brand & Price estimates of the costs of crime.  The results are given in the final column of the table.

The crime rate (or volume) approach refers only to the number of offences and does not give greater weight to more serious offences. The results are given in the last but one column of the table.

The methods produce substantially different rankings.  Areas with comparatively high proportions of more costly offence types (such as violence against the person) do less well on public safety measures than they do on crime volume measures and vice versa. 





Note: Excludes City of London PFA (very small)
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Table A1. Public Safety by Police Force Area, England & Wales, 2002-2003








